[Evolution of interventional cardiology in France during the last decade (1991-2000)].
The annual inquiry by the "Angiography and Interventional Cardiology Group" of the French Society of Cardiology has allowed the evolution of interventional cardiology in France between 1991 and 2000 to be monitored. The results of the 2000 inquiry have been analysed in particular. The number of coronarography centres has increased by 27% in 10 years, growing from 173 in 1991 to stabilise at 220, and the number of centres performing percutaneous coronary angioplasty grew from 128 to 175 (+27%) at the same time. The number of coronarographies increased by 79% (131,636 to 236,111), and angioplasties increased by 197% (30,885 to 91,901). In the year 2000, angiographic procedures represented 39% of coronarographies, against 23% in 1991. Endoprosthesis implantation constitutes the principal revolution of this decade, the number of procedures growing from 393 to 77,388 between 1991 and 2000, some 84.2% of angioplasties, and a total number of endoprostheses of 107,869 (1.39 stents per procedure). The other revascularisation techniques remain anecdotal, representing only 1.9% of procedures. In 2000, at the 135 centres supplying detailed information, direct stenting represented 38.5% of procedures, and the indications for restenosis were 9.9%. The number of interventions performed in the public or private sector is almost identical for each category, only morphological or functional explorations remain the privilege of the public sector in the university setting. The activity of the University Hospitals Centres has noticeably and regularly decreased since 1991, falling from 39.2% to 28.7% of coronarographies and from 41.8% to 31.1% of angioplasties in 2000.